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Parish / Entity: (Enter name here)
Volunteer Role DescriptionSafe Church

SAFEGUARDING


LECTOR

The Catholic Diocese of Christchurch adheres to the Church National Safeguarding Guidelines.  These include best practice regarding inductions, training, and formation for all parish related roles for volunteers in Church ministries to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment. 

The Lector is called to proclaim the Word of God as found in Scripture in a manner that makes the Word fresh and meaningful to the People of God in the pews.  It is one of the most important roles in our liturgical celebrations.  Our parish is committed to provide well-formed lectors so that all faithful may hear and grow in their love for the Word of God. 

MINISTRY TITLE: Lector

TASKS
· Before proclaiming the word of God, all lectors are expected to prepare spiritually and practically. 

· Spiritual preparation involves understanding the meaning of the scripture passage and praying with it. 
· Practical preparation involves learning the right pronunciation, which words to emphasise and practising the delivery of the text aloud. 

· Arrive 15 minutes before Mass to:
· ensure that the lectionary is on the ambo with the correct readings
· liaise with the choir/cantor as to who will sing/read the psalm and the Gospel acclamation.

· Immediately before the entrance hymn, first reader is to welcome all, especially visitors, to Mass. (Script may be provided.

· First reader is to proclaim the first reading and the psalm (if choir/cantor is unavailable).

· The second reader is to proclaim the second reading and the Gospel acclamation (if choir/cantor is unavailable).

· The second reader is to introduce each petition during the Prayer of the Faithful. (Prayers will be provided).

EXPECTATIONS OF ROLE
· Undertake training and formation prior to beginning this ministry.

· Undertake safeguarding training by attending a parish safeguarding workshop.
· Bring to the attention of the Parish Priest or person who co-ordinates the ministry any matters you have concerns around related to the ministry. Communication and engagement in this role for all parties enhances this special ministry.  

VOLUNTEER SAFEGUARDING AGREEMENT
Our parish / community is committed to safeguarding and protecting all children, young persons and adults who may be vulnerable, as well as all volunteers in Church roles.

This role will comply with the National Safeguarding Guidelines and Safeguarding Policy:
· Code of Conduct for Employees & Volunteers - Signed by Volunteer
· Volunteer Agreement - Signed by Volunteer
· Safeguarding Training Workshops and relevant online training if appropriate

DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Clodagh Ward: cward@cdoc.nz
Phone: 022 012 4142
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